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TESISTISSIESS 


A LETTER to a FRIEND. 


Dear SITA. 


F NN T will perhaps, at firſt Sight, be thought ſtrange by 

1 & many, that I ſhould have deſired Your Permiſſion to 

LD addreſs to You a Vindication of my Conduct, and Cha- 

* racter, in anſer to a virulent Invective lately publiſhed 

againſt me, in a Pamphlet entitled, A LETTER zo R. F. E/q; and 

which has been diſperſed fur and near, with wonderful Diligence, 
and Activity. 35 


Nor only the long, uninterrupted Friendſhip, which has ſubſiſted 
between us, from our firſt Entrance into Life, gives You a Right 
to expect I ſhould clear up any Particulars exceptionable even in 
my private Behaviour, if I wiſh to retain a. Circumſtance of ſo 
much Honour to me; but Your generous and unwearied Aſſiſt- 
ance, and Support of my Intereſt in a publick Light, authorizes 
You to claim an equal Vindication of my Conduct, in the Sphere 
in which You, among my other Friends, have endeavoured to 
pn me; and as Your Diſtance from this Town does not afford 

ou the Opportunity of learning, any otherwiſe than by Letter, 
the real State of Matters in Diſpute; ſo to You, Sir, and Others in 
Your Situation only, is there any Neceſſity for me, thus to vindicate 
myſelf: Since with thoſe who are nearer to the Scene of theſe 
Tranſactions, and to whom my Character, and that of my Acculer, 


as well as the State of many of the Facts is known, I might ſafely 
2 N 115 have 


'{ 2 ) | 


have truſted the Iſſue of this. Diſpute, relying only on the ſlight 
and occaſional Strictures, to which common Converſation would 
have afforded Room; as nothing is more eaſy to me, than by the 
Hort, and plain wr eg of ſimple, and undiſguifed Truth, to 
puff down this mighty Fabrick, the joint Labour of Falſehood, 
and Fallacy ; which, like the Diſguiſe of the Original Deceiver in 


Ailion, will not abide the Touch of this Ithuriel's Spear! » 


Bur this Pamphlet, Sir, is calculated for the diſtant and unin- 
formed, who from thoſe Circumſtances alone are open to Deception 
and if it is their Happineſs to know no ſuch abandoned Characters 
in their Neighbourhood, will be apt to doubt that any Man can 
be found, ſo- audacious to aſſert, and ſo profligate to maintain, 
FaRs, and Infereaces, which have no Exiſtence in Truth, or 
Reaſon; yet ſuch I dare take upon me to demonſtrate every par- 
_ ticular Charge, or Concluſion, in this boaſted Performance to be. 


' You fee me therefore, Sir, a private Man, much againſt my Incli- 
nations dragged into Print, in my own Vindication ; a Circum- 
ſtance which is the only Excuſe the Publick can allow for 
ſuch an impertinent Intruſion upon it. It will eaſily be believed I 
ſhould not, were it avoidable, have made Choice of ſuch a 
Controverſy, and ſuch an Adverſary. | 


Tua I do nat addreſs my Reply to the Perſon who has ſet his 
Name to the Letter, will not be wondered at by any one, when he 
ſhall have read this Defence. A Man capable of confounding all 
Dates, of falſifying all Facts, and of forging private Converſations, 
is a Correſpondent too contemptible and dangerous, even to have 
to do with in Print. He wants no Anſwer; his own Heart can 
furniſh one, as it knows the Falſehood of the Charges; and I am 
even glad of this Occaſion of declaring publickly, I will never 
have Controverſy, or Connection with him again. | 


* Bz51Des, Sir, it would be too great a Compliment to his Vanity, 
to conſider him as the Author of the Letter in Queſtion: His 
5 hs: Compiler 
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Compiler has not preſerved the leaft Reſemblance of Stile or 
Manner, to countenance the Pretence. Who it really was, I will 
not take upon me to affert; though I am little at a Loſs where to fix 
it in my own Judgment; but I mean this a Letter of ſtrict Evi- 
| dence, not of Conjecture, however probable. The little ſleek 
Animal, who betrays himſelf by the Heap of Dirt he throws up; 
may defy the watchful Gardener to convict him judicially, as he 
never fees him openly at the Work ; but the erranteſt Novice of a 
Plough-boy, who views the Production, will not be at a Moment's 
Loſs, to what Species of Vermin it is owing. However as the 
Letters that have fallen in my way of the Subſcriber's make it evident 
to me; as it muſt be to every Reader, who has had the Opportu- 
nity either of Correſpondence, or Converſation with him; that he 
could not be the Author of the Letter in Queſtion ; I ſhall chuſe 
in the Courſe of this, to diſtinguiſh him throughout, by the Title 
of the LeTTER-SIGNER; as well alſo as that thereby, I ſhall in 
ſome Degree, be enabled to treat this modern Incendiary, with the 
_ well-imagined Morrtification inflicted on the Arch-Incendiary of 
Antiquity z who burnt the Temple of Diana at Epheſus, merely to 
make himſelf talked of; and to countera&t whoſe extravagant 
Vanity, the Law of his Condemnation made it criminal even to 


mention his Name. f 


Nornixe, Sir, can be an eafier Taſk, than for me to refute 
every particular Charge brought againſt me by the Letter. ſigner; 
nay it will in the End appear, that I am indebted. to him for a 
freſh Obligation, in thus forcing upon me a Pretence, and Opportu- 
nity, to bring ſome Circumſtances of my Conduct heſore the Pub- 
lick, which otherwiſe I could not have had tlie Vanity to have 
obtruded on their Notice: Conſcious as I am, that the more my 
Behaviour, in the Election Conteſts I have been engaged in, is ſeru- 
tinized, the more it will turn out to my Honour. But Ion 
there is one Difficulty f find yielf moſt diſagrecably under: 
Could the Diſpute be confined between him and me, without 
introducing more reſpectable Names into the Lifts, I mutt be con- 
tent, for this once, with the Conflict: Bur * 

8 ay? ene 


(4) 
Scene of Action, not only to what I have done, and ſaid; but to 
what he has been pleaſed to ſay of me, and for me, to Others; 
and what They have been induced thereby to ſay, and offer, in 
return. I have had, Sir, too much Experience, in my own Caſe, 
of the Liberties this Man indulges to himſelf, in his Relations 
of private Converſations, (much more extended and enlarged than 
he has yet ventured to exhibit in Print ;) to think myſelt ſafe, or 
warranted, to follow him always implicitly therein. The Warmth 
of an Election Canvaſs, the Saturnalia of our Conſtitution, may 
excuſe, nay juſtify a Scrutiny into the Conduct, the Character, and 
the Services of Candidates; but I know no Right I have to bring 
Members, once elected, and actually ſerving in Parliament, to 
this Bar of Inquiry, at ſuch a Diſtance of Time from the Expi- 
ration of their Truſt. It is one of the Diſtinctions I value myſelf 
upon, that in the Conteſts in which I have been unluckily en- 
gaged, I have had the Honour of the Approbation of my Civi- 
lity, and good Behaviour, nay the Thanks of thoſe, whom it was 
my Misfortune to be ſet up in Oppoſition to. And if ever it is 
my Lot to find myſelf again in the ſame Circumſtances, I truſt, 
I ſhall ſtill preſerve the ſame Propriety of Conduct: Nor will I be 
provoked, by the Petulance of this Man,. to demean myſelf to 
that conſtant and infallible Characteriſtick of the Quarrels of the 
Vulgar ; who never fail, when exaſperated by Servants, and De- 
pendants, to direct their Abuſe againſt their Patrons, and Maſters, 


Ir therefore, in the Courſe of this Reply, ſome things are not 
ſo fully explained, and enlarged upon, as they afford me Scope, 
and Temptation for, the candid Reader will attribute it to the 
above Motives : I truſt I ſhall not want them for the Fulneſs of 
my Defence ; and I will not purchaſe, at ſuch a Price, any little 


additional Ornament to my Triumph. 


Havinc premiſed theſe few Obſervations, I now come to 
the Subſtance of the Letter itſelf ; which I muſt acknowledge to 
be very artful and ingenious, both as to Method, and Expreſſion; 
and wants only the trifling, uneſſential Circumſtance of Truth, to 
be really, as is boaſted, perfectly unanſwerable. 


FT 


(5) 
As the Plan is well laid down, I ſhall follow it in my Re- 
ply; labouring however under this Diſadvantage, which perhaps 
is inſeparable from an Anſwer ; that it muſt be much longer than 
the Letter which gives Occaſion to it. | 


— 


I paſs over the firſt four Paragraphs, as they ſeeni to be placed 
merely for Ornament; and alſo becauſe what little Matter is in 
them, will be conſidered of Courſe as we proceed to other Objecti- 
ons, If the Letter-ſigner's Conduct is unexceptionable, nay me-. 
ritorious, as he ſtates it; then doubtleſs they who have flandered 
aud calumniated him, are to blame. If I appear not to have been 
one of that Number, but to have argued on this Head, juſt as he 
has done, then all he alledges againſt me, in Conſequence of it, 
falls to the Ground. | I 1 


Tris will appear in what J am going to ſay, in anſwer to the 
next Paragraph; where he ſtates, in his Way indeed, the Cauſe 
of my Reſentment againſt him. That he had withdrawn his 
Intereſt from the Aſſiſtance of mine. And having conjured up this 
Apparition, he proceeds, methodically enough, with the Aſſiſtanee, 
I ſuppoſe, of the Parſon of the Pariſh, to lay it again in the Red-- 
Sea. But pray when, and where, did I make this ridiculous Ac- 

cuſation? Let him aſk ſuch as I happened to converſe with at that 
Time, and he will find me ſaying, that I indeed had the leaff 
Reaſon of any one to complain of him ; that he had ſerved me, 
and my Intereſt twice; and I had no Right to quarrel with him, 
if he refuſed to continue it to a third, or a twentieth Time. I 
thought indeed kis Friends, whom he had, by the Pretence of a 
Common Cauſe, liſted under his Banner, had Reaſon to exclaim 
for being betrayed, and ſold : But I did not mix my Reſentment 
with theirs; though perhaps I could not avoid feeling ſomething, 
for the Indignity offered me, in being thus made a kind of Shrove- 
tide Cock, - this great Man, to be'ſet up, only to be knocked 
down again, for his Emolument and Diverſion. 
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Zur we are now come to a Charge of fome Conſequence in- 
deed: He ſays; he is under no perſonal Obligation to me; and tha 
I frſt violated the Friendſhip between us. This latter Part being 
one of the moſt important and-decifive Accuſations in the whole 
Book, I ſhall conſider it by itſelf ; though for the Preſent 1 mult 
for the ſake of Method, poſtpone it ; till we come to that Part of 
the Narration where it is again repeated, and the Fact referred to 
ſpecified. Sorry I am, however, to labour, for the Space of a few 
Pages reading, under ſuch an Imputation, which 1 can fo eaſily 
remove. | | 


Tax Obligations J am under to him, and his not being under the 
ltaft Obligation to me, ſo often, and invidiouſly repeated, (not lefs 
than twelve Times,) in the Compaſs of fourteen Pages, gave Oc- 
caſion to a worthy Friend of mine, to refer to theſe Lines in 


Prior, 
- _ To John I ow'd great Obligation; 
But John unhappily thought fit, 
To publiſh it to all the Nation; 
Sure John and I, are more than quit. 


. ＋ 1 18 of my worthy Friend; tho” the 
eſetves, and ſhall have a more ſerious Reply from me, 


Ar the Bottom of the 2d Page he introduces a kind of Fact, 
that would hardly be worth entering into a Diſpute with him 
about; were it not for the falſe and fallacious Conſequence he en- 
deavours to draw from it, in the ſucceeding Paragraph. Whether 
I firſt applied to him in 1753 to aſk his Vote; of whether I was 
affured of his Aſſiſtance, before ſuch Application; ſeems at firſt 
Sight, a very unimportant Diſcuſſion z and moſt probable to have 
been in the way ſtated by him, as the uſual Method in Election 
Canvaſlings : Let the Reaſoning he would eſtabliſh thereupon, is 
by no Means a -Trifley and he is conſcious a great Deal of his 
e Merit, in the Support, and his Diſgtace, in the Deſertion = oo 

| 0 auſe, 


1 could not refrain from giving a Place to this very appoſite 
bject 


\. 
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Cauſe, will turn upon this ſingle Point; which he therefore en- 
deavours to ſlur over unobſerved. - Hear therefore, Sir, I beg You, 
a few trifling Circumſtances from me, corroborated by Dates, thoſe 
| ſtubborn Evidences, which will not be forced, or terrified ; and it 
will appear to You, and all the World, that in Little Matters, as 
_ well. as Great, the Aſſertions of this Man are not to be credited ; 


but Facts and Dates, muſt equally be overturned, wherever they 


Rand in the Way of his Intereſt, 


Ir is pretty univerſally known that ſome Events, which hap- 
pa on the Michaelmaſs Day 1753 when the then New-Mayor 
eld his Tnavguration- Feaſt, gave the firſt Encouragement to my 
Friends in this Town, to think an Attempt might be made, in 
Favour of me, with tolerable Proſpect of Succeſs. - What Rea- 
ſons there were for the Alteration of the Behaviour of ſome, who 
had till then warmly ſupported the Intereſt of the ſitting Members, 
I ſhall not enter into,farther than to obſerve that a Diſappointment, 
which the Lexter- ſigner had met, in his Application for a Place in 
the Cuſtoms, which he looked upon as a Reward due to his La. 
bours in the Service of-the then Members, was univerſally known 
to have occaſioned much Diſguſt, and Reſentment in him. And 
as his Family Connections were very conſiderable, it was to their 
Support, and Countenance of him, in theſe Pretenſtons, that a 
Deal of the remarkable Coldneſs was attributed, with which 

One of the then Honourable Members, who was preſent at the 
Hall, was received. This was ſo glaring to every Eye, that two of 
my zealous Friends, with whom 1 paſſed the — that Day, 
were ſanguine enough, to preſs me warmly, to take ſome Steps, in 
Conſequence of it, to formd the Inclinations of the Reft of my 
Well wiſhers: But the Apprehenſions Tentertained, of the Ex; 
pence, and Fatigue of an Election Conteſt, of 10 long Duration, 


deterred me from cloſing with their Advice; and I brought them 


over to an Acquieſcence with me, in poſtponing, as long as poſſi- 
ble, all Steps which might engage us in a Declaration. According! 
Ikepton my uſeal private Courſe of Life, and paſſed a great Part 
my Time, at 2titthe Place of Retirement? about fix Miles from the 


Town, 


Town. Once indeed, about four Days after Michaelmaſs, I fel! 
into Converſation with the Letter-ſigner, who. threw out to me 
ſome Hints of his Reſentment ; but on the Principle I have men- 
tioned above, I made no Advances to clofe with him. Thus 
Things went quietly on till the 24th of October, when two Gen- 
tlemen, whoſe Names I have Leave to mention, Mr. Love, now 
Capt. Love, and Mr. Benjamin Cooke, came over to viſit me at my 
Country Place; and on the very Purpoſe to inform me, of the 
favourable Diſpoſition, which pretty univerſally appeared in my 
Behalf; and particularly, (which is the Point of Importance ;) 
of the Zeal which the Letter- ſigner had expreſſed for me, in a 
publick Club, a Night or two before. They preſſed me to come 
to Town, to avail myſelf of theſe Circumſtances ; and I accepted a 
kind Invitation from one of them, to ſup at his Houſe the Night 
after, where he engaged a few Friends to meet me. However 
nothing yet tended to a Declaration ; ſo much depended on the 
Part the Connections of the Letter-ſigner would take in this 
Affair, that till we were ſecure of their Aſſiſtance, the Engagement 
of himſelf, and his few immediate Dependants, was not conſidered 
as of Conſequence enough to induce us, to take a Step of this 


Importance. 


You will obſerve, Sir, I make a Diſtinction between the Connec- 

tions, and the Dependants of the Letter-ſigner; and with Reaſon : 

The firſt, from the Moment they joined our Friends, united with 

2 us in Intereſt, Affection, and Principle; have continued ſo ever 
| i ſince, and ftill make a ſhining and important Part of the mutual, 
þ and, I hope, permanent Alliance: The others follow the Beck of 
their Leader; and by proving their Subſervience to his Dictates, 

forfeit all Pretenſions to a Merit of their own, from ſuch Services, 
as they concurred in, while he ſuffered them to act, for his own 


Intereſt, in Conjunction with us. 


8 3 Ir was not till the zoth of October that I applied perſonally to 
'% the Letter ſigner, who received me kindly, and very prudently 

= adviſed me to addreſs myſelt to his Father Mr. B. as a Step properly 
| » 


previous 
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previous to his taking any publick Meaſures in my Favour. 
accordingly waited on Mr. 3. and was received by him with 
much Civility, and ſuch Aſſurances of Support, in Caſe he ſaw any 
Proſpect of my Succeſs, that I ſhall ever retain the moſt gratetyl 
Remembrance of it. On theſe Encouragements I was induced ſoon 
aſter, to appear publickly as a Candidate; and the 8th of November 
Wa nominated as ſuch, at the Hall, by a general Meeting of the 
reemen. 


Tnar I have been ſo particular on the aboye Head, may, I fear. 
Sir, appear tedious to You, and to many; but I thought it high- 
ly neceſſary, in Contradiction to the Letter-ſigner's Affertions, to 
aſcertain theſe preliminary Facts. That my Friends were en- 
couraged to attempt the Oppoſition in my Favour, by the known, 
and ayowed Reſentment of this great Man, againſt One of the then 
Honourable Members : That I was made acquainted with his De- 
clarations in my Behalf, when retired in the Country, ſeveral Days 
before I made the leaſt Advances to him for his Vote: That I was 
adviſed by him to apply to Mr. B. and on the Strength of his kind 
Aſſurances, and on the Confidence of his extenſive Intereſt, was 
at laſt determined to engage in the Conteſt. Whoever will take 
the Pains to compare thele Particulars with the two Paragraphs 
above referred to, vill eaſily diſtinguiſh the Contrariety between 


them, 


Wr are now come again to the Obligations ſo frequently; thrown 
in my Teeth. J 2fifted, you at the Expence of; my Health, my Time, 
and to cloſe all the Reſt, an emphatical c This laſh indeed 
points out, ſtrongly enough, what other Aſſiſtance. is. meant but 
how the Letter-ligner was prevailed upon to lip, this fair Oegaſion 
of introducing the favourite du ict His Mon ax, can be no other 
way accounted; for, than his being under the Direction of the 
better Senſe, and greater Art of his Coadjutor; who, notmithſtand- 
ing, could not pręeyent him a ſecond Time, from giving full Scope 
io his darling Tepick; ſince Hie Moxxx ſtares. youfull in the Face, 
* dhe Top, of he ſuccerding VAge,. However, as he has willing- 
2 : | . * 
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ly, or unwillingly, omitted the expreſs Mention of it, in the Paſſage 
now under Examination, I will alſo poſtpone my Reply to it, and 
only here take Notice of the Obligations in general Terms, on 
which he lays ſo much Streſs, 


Trar every Gentleman, who has the Misfortune to ſtand Can- 
dlidate, in a controverted. Election, Jays himſelt under Obligatic nus 
to thoſe who aſſiſt his Intereſt, is a Matter not to be diſputed; and 
that he owes them all the Returns of Services in his Power, both 
blick, if he ſucceed, or private, at all Events; is equally inconteſ- 
table: But then, Sir, Obligations of this fort admit a great Variation 
in their Weight and Extent, from the known and acknowledged 
Motives, and Views, on which different Candidates offer them- 
I | ſelves. If a Man conſider Parliament, as a Market, in which he 
bi may diſpoſe of his Talents, . or Principles, to moſt Advantage, his 
| 1 Electors have certainly a Right to expect {ome Share with him, in 
4 | the Profits he thus derives from their Votes : But others will think, 
8 that if a Gentleman has clearly no Views, but the Service of the 
Town, to which he is connected; either by Reſidence, or Birth; a 
great Part of the Obligation is reciprocal, and eſpecially, if it is at 
the Requeſt of his Friends and Electors, that he is induced to ap- 
pear as a Candidate. But the Letter-ſigner ſays, he is under nb 
perſonal Obligation to me, (Page the 2d.) and again in the next 
Page, that he was not then, nor has becn at any Time ſince, under the 
leaſt Obligation to me; and again, Page the 12th, he challenges 
me to name the Obligation he has to me. I am afraid, Sir, this is a 
Charge, the trueſt in the whole Book; and holds good, not only 
towards him, but towards every other Gentleman, and Freeman, 
to whoſe Support I ſtand indebted. The only poor Anſwer I can 
make to it is, that unluckily, I have never had it in my Power: 
For I think I may venture to defy him, in my Turn, to name the 
Service to him, or any other of my Friends, which I could have 
done, that I have either refuſed, or neglected. He owns indeed 
I have been free enough, nay laviſh to him, in my Expreſſions of 
Gratitude z of which he gives ſevera! Inſtances z and one of them 


he has even carried on to a ridiculous, and improbable Length : 
| Buß 
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But he is additionally unlucky, to have fixed this maudlin, and 
pedantick Bombaſt, as the Reſult of a Converſation, where the 
only Circumſtance, which could be ſuppoſed to have produced this 
overfiowing of Gratitude, was abſolutely FaLse ; as I ſhall ſhow 

when I come to conſider the Converſation itſelf, | 


Bur I profeſſed my Obligations to him in the frongeſt Terms, 
tho' I knew of ſome other Motives for his Activity, beſides my Service. 
Is not this an Evidence out of his own Mouth, in favour of my - 
Candour ? The Truth is, he ſo readily, and frequently acknow- 
ledged in publick Converſation, the firſt Motives of his coming 
over to us; ſo fairly owned, that had he been gratified in his De- 
fires, he probably ſhould have continued with the other. Side; but 
at the ſame Time, profeſſed himſelf ſo pleaſed with the Converſa- 
tion, the Principles, and the Conduct of his new Allies, whom he 
ſolemnly vowed never to depart from ; that I was convinced, or 
was willing to be ſo, of the Truth of his Converſion. Beſides 
that I have always made it a Rule to myſelf, rather to over-rate 
Obligations received, than to give way to that ungenerous, tho” 
common Subterfuge of Ingratitude, the endeavouring to diſtin- 
guiſh the Merit of them away. e ine 


Tnar he is under no Obligation to me, I have in ſome Manner 
acquieſced in above: I ſeorn to reckon as ſuch, a Circumſtance in 

which, a very few Years before, it fell in my Way to be of Service 
to him: I only did what I thought an Act of Juſtice ; I had then 
no Connections of Intereſt with him; on the contrary, our Sent- 
ments of Perſons, and Things, were quite oppoſite; but I only 
remembered and mentioned thoſe Differences on the Occaſion, 
to add the greater Weight and Evidence of Impartiality, to the 
Warmth Iexpreſſed in his Vindication, © = bs 


But, Sir, if I may be allowed in my turn, a little Vanity, does 
not the 4th Page of his Letter afford ſome kind of Evidence, of 
my having made 'a Return to theſe Obligations? Our. Friendſhip 
was become more intimate, Alas. Sir, without the above-named - 
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Mbtive; that Frienuſbip could never have exiſted at all. Under the 
ſame Head may be ranged his Introdüction, through his Connecti- 
ons with me, and my Friends, to the Notice and Acquaintance of 
miny of the Gentlemen of the firſt Rank, and Character in the 
County; which at that Time he had no Chance or Pretence of ob- 
taining, through any other Means. 8 „ 


*BbT if I have mortifled his Pride a little, in the laſt Paragraph, 
I Will now, to put him in good Humour again, beſtow a few 
Lines on the pleaſing Subject, Urs Money, Whatever Right I, 
as a Candidate,” might claim from Cuſtom, to his Time, and his. 
Pain, yet for his Moxty, I can bring no Precedent; it is quite 
inverting the whole* Order of Modern Elections. And yet this , 
very Circumftance has been conſidered, by moſt who have heard 
of it, as what did a real, and uncommon Honour, to the Spirit 
and Independency of, the Gentlemen of Yarmouth, and their , 
Friends. They might, from Partiality, be miſled, as to the Object 
on whom they beſtowed this unmerited Diſtinction; but the Prin- 
— they acted from, was above Miſrepreſentation; is even above 
8 5 555 


Bur allowing the utmoſt Extent of Merit, to the Gentlemen who 
acted this noble Part; yet it may be ſaid, does it not imply ſome 
Want, either of Spirit, or Prudence, in any One, who by Choice, 
of Perſuaſion, offers himſelf to a Conteſt, which at the ſame Time 
he is not equal to the Support of, without burdening his Friends? 
Tze utmoſt Zeal for the Publick Good, does not require a Man to 
go out of his proper Sphere; and he who cannot afford the Char- £5 

of an Election, ſtands excuſed to his Country, for not taking that 

fanch of Duty updn him. All this is undoubtedly true; and 
yet | hope to diſtinguiſh my particular Cafe, ſo as not to fall un- 
der this general Cenſure. | x 


Ir . by moſt of my Friends, and to them I 
peal for the Truth of it; that the Night preceding, my actual 
Nn aon for -Canlidite, I deelared in a very numerous Meet- 

as ark ing; 


(3) 
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;ng,the Footing upon which only I would be induced to ſtand. Thaz + 
if my Townſmen would do me the Honour to accept my Services, 
without Bribery, or Expence, 4 would be ready, to the utmoſt of 
my Abilities, to ſerye them with Diligence and Integrity; but that, 
if the lection was only t2. be. carried,'by. the Methods too long 
practiſed in this Place, I hereby diſclaimed them: If Votes were 
to be freely beſtowed, I would accept them with Thanks; but if 
they were to be Sold, I declared myſelt not to be a Purchaſer. I 
believe theſe were nearly my very Words, | 


SS > my {14 34 VIVO CHE Bs Yo a EST 
Ix Conſequence of this, I thought myſelt at Liberty, in Caſe: 
the Diſpoſition, and Spirit of the Tawn,. did not keep up: to the 
Point we had flattered ourſelves with, at any Time to withdraw 
myſelt from the, Conteſt; and to return, as I could have done: 
with great Contentment, to the private and unambitious State, in. 
which I had lived for ſome Years paſt. But tho' I could have 
done this, without Difgrace, it was not, ſo with the important 
and numerous Body, of Gentlemen, Merchants, and Traders, 
who diſtinguiſhed my Cauſe by their Appearance the next Day. 
They were of too much Conſequence, when once declared, to be 
flurred by a Diſappointment. | his Cauſe was, in a great Meaſure, 
thereby become their own, ; and L found myſelf in the Situation o 
a little State, which contracts an Alliance with a much more pows + 
erful Neighbour ; I could not withdraw. inyſelf from the Engage- 
ments I had once entered into. My Plan, ( if ſo.viſionary, fo 
Utopian an Idea, can de called by, that. Name ;) was hereby total- 
ly ſubverted; but my Friends, who were equally ſenſible of this,. 
reſolved to take the, whole additional Load upon themſelves: and 
enjoyed perhaps, the unrivalled honourable Diſtinction, ot being as 
that Time, the only Electors in England, who thus ſupported, fox 
their Candidate, the Expence of the Conteſt in his Favour, 
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Bur beſides the Share the Letter · ſigner had, in common wirf g 
the other Gentlemen, in the general Motive to the Support of 
the Oppoſition, he had ſome peculiar to himſelf. His Intezeſty and 

Reſentment both excited him, to keep up the Flame, as he = 


ca 


(14) 


calls it, (Page the 2d.) which he had been ſo inſtrumental. in raiſ- 
ing. What would have been his melancholy Caſe, had the Con- 
teſt been dropt? Hated on one Side for Deſertion; inſignificant 
to the other, from the Failure of his boaſted Importance ; he muſt 
have ſunk into univerſal Contempt. Neither the Offers from Per- 
ſens of High-Rank ; nor the Attempts from Perſons of Low; the 
Profeſſions of Kindneſs , the polite Aavances; or the you and me Ho- 
nour of a Deputy Lieutenancy ; would probably, have found him out, 
in this Qbſcurity. So that I do not know how far I might even 
claim to add theſe Particulars, to the Score of his No Obligations 
to me. Certainly His Money would have been not the worſt 
Jaid out, if nothing more material had foliowed ; but how will 
the World be ſurpriſed, when after all this Puffing, it will appear 
to Demonſtration, in my Obſervations on the next Paragraph, that 


ſo far from being out of Pocket in ſupport of the Cauſe, he is 


actually ſome Hundreds benefited by his Engagements in it ? 


Bur we are now got over the firſt Election. I miſcarried, and 


the Care and Attention of the Great Man, was now transferred 
wholly to the Management of the Party in the Common Council, 
pretty generally known by the Name of the STEapits. He ac- 
knowledges it to have been the ſame Cauſe; and it was in a great 


Meaſure indeed become ſo, ſince the late Election had cleared oft the 


Droſs, which had been ſo conſiderable aPart of its original Compoſi- 


tion. That his Diligence was unwearied herein, I will not deny; it 


even outwent the Zeal he exerted in the Election itſelf; for it was the 
only Means now left to continue him in any Degree of Importance. 


Accordingly, a Relation of his, who from the Circumſtance of his 


having a Place in the Cuſtoms, had been permitted by him, to - 


8 
vote, as well as his Son, with the Reſt of the Herd of Placemen, 


* LOS 


at the Election, for fear of endangering this Support; was now no 


longer to. be ſwayed by ſuch paltry Conſiderations: His Family - 


ſhould not be the Tools of Power ; he would make good to him 


any Loſs he ſhould ſuſtain, if they dared to turn him out; and. 
the poor Man, and his Son, were reinſtated Steadies, and joined in 


vir en Britons never will be Slaves, 


© 58 
- AnoTutr, who at the Election pretended to be a Friend of 
mine, but from the Fear of diſobliging a Body of Men, under 
whom he enjoyed an Employment of Profit, had. prudently ad- 
hered to the Side of Power; (for I never deſired to endanger any 
Man in his Proſpects; or to make him incur Enmities for my Sake) 
was now induced, by the irreſiſtable Perſuaſions of this great Ora. 
tor, to make light of his former Apprehenſions from his Employ- 
ers, and to liſt openly under his Banner: And when atterwards, 
Letters, real or pretended, were procured to command his Vote, 
on a Criſis in the Corporation, even theſe were lighted ; and a Secu- 
rity ſet on Foot, to indemnity him from the Conſequences of their 
Reſentment. But this laſt never took Place: The Corporation of 
the Trinity Houſe is too wile, and prudent, I dare ſay, to intermed- 
dle in parliamentary Elections; much leſs in the trifling Squabbles 
of a diſtant Burgh; and, I firmly believe, all the above Interpoſi- 
tion, is juſt as imaginary, as tl.e lixe Reaſons, which are now pre- 
tended, for the preſent Conduct, and Converſion of the ſame Man. 


But it is true, that by this Diligence, and Activity, the Majority 
he ſpeaks of, was obtained; and the Friends, not of me, but of our 
Common Cauſe, were alone eledled into that Body. But is the Merit 
of this, ſolely his Due? His Friends were now become mine alſo; 
and would have ſtarted at the remoteſt Attempt, to have introduced, 
any others amongſt them. I don't ſuſpect. he had any ſuch Inten- 
tion ; if he had, he was in the Right to conceal it:: Since after he 
had, in a great Meaſure, pulled off the Maſk, by his breaking from 
the Body of his Friends, at the laſt famous Election of a Com- 
mon-Council-man-z he found himſelf ſtill under a Neceſſity, in or- 
der to retain for that Occaſion, the few of his old Allies, who had 
not then ſeen through his Practices, to recommend two of my 
Friends to be choſen ; and to this, and not to any remaining Ten- 
derneſs, was it owing, that the Choice fell on one who he ſays, 


was a Friend of mine, &c. but whether he is to continue ſuch, 1 


apprehend, is more known to the Letter- ſigner than to me. 


Zur if this Party of the Steadies had not been ſupported, 
what would have become, not only of the Importance, * 
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ſelves of it, as they liked, 


the Profit of this Leader ?. for depend upon it, that is never 
out of his View. This Majority was not to be obtained, 
but by frequent Struggles in the King's- Bench: Manda- 
muſes, on both Sides, were brought down; and as there was no 
other Attorney, on his Side, | in the: Corporation: (a Circumſtance, 
as I am told, greatly owing to his ſelfiſh Intrigues; and which at 
laſt, rather than give up, he actually broke the Party ;) the 
whole Management of this Affair, naturally fell into his Hands.“ 
Jam not going, Sir, to tax his Bills; I have neither Authority, nor 
Skill to undertake it: His very Miſtakes proved additional. 
Articles in his N 3 and the Sum ol, I am told, Was 
* 195. 2 d. 858 | | 


Au now, Sir, I hope I have made out, to Your Satisfaction, 
and that. of the Publick, that his Reſentment, his Pride, his 
Importance, and his Profit, all concurred to make him act the 
Part he did, without wanting to be ſpurred on by any Obligations 
received from me. And that his Gain has been ſo conſiderable, 
in Conſequence of the Cauſe, the Support of my Intereſt gave 
Riſe to; that he ought to wiſh the Mention of 11s Mowzy blot· 
ted out from 8 Page of his Performance. 1 


1 have been very long on theſe Anticles, I hope to make Amends 
by my Shortneſs on many-of the Met. 


892 


, As for Example, the Paſſage, * Gab he mentions his recom- 


mending to me, the coming myſelf into the Corporation, ſcarce 


ręquires any Anſwer at all. 1 don't know it was ever in my. 


N the Majority of the Aldermen having been always againft 


Beſides, his Opinion and mine did not herein agree: 4 did 
_ ſee how my Intereſt would have been ſerved by it; and it did. 
not then ſuit, my Inclination However I gave my Conſent td 
the making uſe. of my Name, whenever 45 . thought it- 
might be of Servict to them; and they accordingly availed them; 
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A to the ElcQian, on the Vacancy in 25 ff, to. which we arc 
now come; he paſſes it over with a very flight Notice. He tells 
ou indeed, in another Place, as Pait of my pretended Conver- 

lation with him, (Page the ich] that I was brought to ſtand 

with Relnftamee. I dont know Whether the pe is proper ;, 
I am ſure it was none of mine: I was deſirous indeed ſomebody elſe 
might have been fixed upon; but he, and my Friends, were of | 

Opinion, no other could make fo ſtrong a Puſh ; and at their Re- 
commendatian, I readily conſented to be propoſed. I thought it 
a Debt of Gratitude, due to their noble Support on a' formes Oc- 

caſion ; and if herein, I acted contrary to my own private Incli- 

nations, I don't know that it requires any Apolog e: 
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date. I. chen cold. the worghy Gentleman, ary Ant 
28248141 N 


PL 


| 
1 


1 fo * 
ey 77>, 


YAY 


Gravis lad” 


＋ EA 0 444 


I mention | this with. Feld) ; 


{i853 


on bis Side" neither . nor my Friends, as far as 1 could f pre wu, 
ſhould now, or hereaſtet, give im a needleſs. Trouble: Ber if che 


and - as had 


then Election, Was to be carried by 


been the Caſe in DR Times; 17 — were the Event of the 


ccaſion ; He might always depend on meeting an Oppoſition, 
hope, Fe done it wich De- 


cency; not to inflate by a needlefs Repetition; but only to ſhow: 
that did not think it, what I ou ht to de aſhamed of, or I would 
not ſo publiekly h have avoyed i it. before F riends and Enemies. 7 50 


preſent Conteſt; or w hatever 5 be the Proſpect on a futurę 


Tur Letter-figner bbc next to tell us, of an Offer Hi 4 
Perſon of very bigh Rank, Ec, but previous to this, he qught to 
have mentioned od Offer, he like wiſe communicated to me; 
And as hd has omitted it, I will do it for him It was on the 20 


of Detember 1756, (I atn o particular i in theDate, becauſe, from 


the extraordinary Natute of the Affair, I thought it worthy of 4 
Memorandum 3) which was only eleven Days before the Election 
tame pj on*thar he communicated to me an Offer he had received 
from 4 very y great Mam whoſe Name he mentioned; but for whom 
have tod much Ref pet, to repeat it again thus publickly, © 
duch an Occaſion; 100 uch Authority; of a Place, Which 
named, ot che Wale between three and four bnndHed 
Pounds a Year, and in Bis dum Profe Mon; but at the, ſame Time, he 
told me, that it was on Condition, ey TO R would join 
that great Man's l ad ſuppo for Yarmoath ; for 
which Keaſon, they had abſolute! 1 8. it. Indeed it required 
no, great Degree of Spirit, or „to refuſe/an Offer, ſo 


abruptly made, ſo ini ba ntly ee a and io grofily « xplained; 


as would have ſhocked” The - moſt vulgar, and lector. 
F need not ſay, that I. in my own Mind, - thoroi 7 acquit the 
noble Perſon of having had Wy Hand in che Off: (Beſides that 
He had not, till ſeperal Months after. the Heh Office, on which 
this Other was ſuppoſed to depend.) I know by Experience the 
Liberties, the Retainert of che Great will take, unauthorized, to 
Werk in This Manner, with the moſt reſpectable Names: 1 4 


Pr 


tamd - 


ſtumbled, at the Letter- ſigner's Houſe only three Days before, ky 


- 


another pre- elected Expectant; and I could'eafily 'gueſs, througt 
what Hands, this bonourab/e Negociation mult have paſted,” Ha 


i that it was withdur Conditions. He fays. that I gave my Opie, 
hat 


on a Miſit at my Houſe in'a few Days. I have Reaſon however 0 


believe he never mentioned the Subject to that Gentleman; Afi 


when we have gone a little farther, 177 better Cauſe may 


lintd it.. To 1 1 27 
1 1 2211. 71 411 


Bor, Sir, if a Manger Anger, chan mz bivn feletin Negative 


the Thing & to be a clear Evidence dg y Side: For on what kind 
of Principles, good or bad; could I grout — — an Advice? 11 


* 


75 in like Manner, of his c 
his Friends in the Corporation: Al 
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gut to my Oppolers ; how were theſe Purpoſes ſerved, in volun- 
22110 yie b up, fo ſtrenuous a Keane en at leaſt; ſo active a 
Manager in my Cauſe ? It is plain therefore this Converſation never 
exiſtcd, as he ſtates it; and yet it is to this, he has annexed the 
e of the Tears in my-Fyes, and all che Nox/enſe that 

Hows, OS N 


Ia this Place, I think, will properly come in an Anſwer to that 
Charge, hie introduces againſt me in Page the gth. That I divulg- 
id, in Breach of a Promiſe of Kecrety, this Offer, which he had com- 
municated in Confidence to me, and Jome few of my Friends. Sir, 
I know of no ſuch Promiſe, then aſked, or made; nor was there any 
Occaſion for one : A Man of Honour, and a Man of Common- 
Senſe, knows, without ſuch a Tie, what Things are, from their own 
Nature, improper to be divulged ; and how far, and how long, this 
Obligation extends: Accordingly, I never mentioned this Affair 
to any Perſon, but to the Gentleman, to whom, he told me he 
would refer it. J once indeed, in his Vindication, did drop a Hint 
fit 102 vety particular Friend of mine; who expreſſing ſome 
iſtruſt of the Conduct of the Letter-ſigner, I told him, He had a 
Merit, greater than he was aware of; for to my Knowledge, He had 


xefuſed the Offer of a very conſiderable Place. 


Bur, Sir, when afterwarde, this very Man had broke from, and 
| Betrayed the Friends, with whom he had ſolemnly engaged; when 
he had attempted to ſet up a 2 and frivolous Quarrel 
with me, as a Pretence for his Behaviour ; when I had Reaſon to 
think ſome freſh Offer, of the like kind, tho perhaps more benefici- 
al, had preyailed at laſt, on that Virtue, which the forgger had ſtag · 
gered ; I held myſelf under no farther Obligation of Concealmentz 
2 as what I could tell, reflected no Diſhonout on my Inform - 
ef ; he had refuſed, as far as my Story reached; and I was ſurely 
under no Tie, to ketp the Secret of bis Corrupters 5 


Bu more than all this, 1 diſc ſed it 10 the Perſon, I thought would = 
Day. Iris uue, I did; dut hat is this to — — 
* pw” 
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tet Rgner? In the Attempts to ſeduce a Friend from tue, 
ome Neglect and Slight, ſeemed to have been offerred to a ve. 
conſiderable, and worthy Gentleman, elfewhere, by 3 of 

2 Place he had a Share in, without his Participation.—— The Sd. 
YHeations, Sir, I receive in Yarmouth, 1 be glad to retaliate 
In any other Part of the County. n 2 


Ir was from this Converſation, I learned perhaps, the rea! 
Reaſon of the Lerrer-ſigner's ec che Offer, at lalt. So far 
from being worth 4001. a Year, it was nat worth Fourſtore; it 
is not vacant even to this'Hour; nor can the Poſſeſſor be deprived 
of it, without his own Gonſent © ©, , -__- * 


Bur though che Lerrer-figner, in Page the 4th, war grown fair 
weary of his Share in Elefron Contefss, yet, in the next Page, we 
find him .concurring earneſtly in, forwarding a Scheme, which wauld 
have rendered my Succeſs infallible. The Scheme was, on the Strength 
of the certain Majority, which our Friends had now obtained in 
the . e to create ſuch a Number of Freemen, as ſhould 
over-balance the Weight of the Outliers, whom our Opponents had 
always been able to bring down upon us, to turn the Fare of 
Elections: And to this Purpoſe, all the conſiderable Gentlemen 
of our own, and the neighbouring County, with whom T had had 
the Honour of an Acquaintance, and Friendſhip, from my fnft 
Entrance into Life; many of the principal Inhabitants of Nor- 
wich, who had moft zealouſly, and generouſly diftinguiſbed thenx- 
ſelves, in our Support, in out late Conteſts; and a many of 
our own conſiderable Townſmen, Friends, and Well-wifkers to 
the Common Cauſe, were to have made up a Liſt on the Oc» 
'eafion. My Friends, who ſeemed to have derived a Recruit of 
Spirits nd Vigour, from their very Defears ; were zealouſſy, and 
 uhanimauſly for it, Bur, if I may ſay it, without incurring the 
Cenſure of Vanity, I believe, it was only their partial Attachment 
to my Cauſe, which made them overlook the real, and unanſwer- 
able ObjeQions againſt it. That the only Oppoſition to it ſhould 
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ed this. Compliment, will pardon, when they, refle& that nothing, 
but a Dilikees to this Meaſure, as unconſtitutional, could biaſs me 
ſo ſtrongly againſt my own apparent. Intereſt, in it: But I had 
always. Nac red. and treated the making occaſional Freemen, to 
carry a Point, as one of the LE fatal Strokes to the Freedom o 
Elections; I had inveighed againſt, it, wherever it had been 
practiſed ; and I ſcorned to ſuffer 1 my Judgment, or my Principles, 
to be warped,. by the Utility. of it, tomy gwn. private, Cauſe. 
Accordingſy. I declared againit it, to the Hazard of, nay to the 
actual incurring, the, Ke ntment of many of my Friends ;..ANC 
when the Letter: ſign aye Ee 15 hat! 1X ould. be done, without 
| my Conſent ; 82 fol citing. ſeveral (to nl can refer) ko 
g. oppoſe it; Iat laſt ſent a Meſſage: by Mr. to the Meeting 
=” * -" gf ©. of the Steadies, that it this Meaſute were REL I Tower eh be 
LED — a Candidate for the Town again. 
988 ih 2 hope, and truſt, my Friends, however Aſpleaſel aj at. firſt, Wl 
this Time convinced of the Propricty,, and Diſintereſtedneſs of me 
Conduct herein: Nay it has even extorted a Kind of Approbation 
from the Letter- writer, and Letter-ſigner; though. they hav! 
thrown in an Ohjection, which they expect will take eff all . Me- 
Tit from it: But as the Anſwer to it is eaſy, clear, and indiſputable, | 
IJ ſhall perhaps, put in my Claim to their we We in my 
F avour, if I think it worth my while. | 
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Tax Objection i is, that L appeared, i hier, at a Place fifty 
. Miles diſtant, where I concurred in ig very a and even gave 
it the Sanftion of my Name. 
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Tax ſoon after, happens in the Grſt Place, to have been a good 
chile before. My Letter of Notification, from the Town-Clerk 
of - Ipſwich, of my being admitted to the Freedom of that Corpora- 
tion, bears date Auguſt the 26th 1755, and I took it up the 8th of 
September following, at the Election of Bailiffs ; Wherezs the 
Hection ! * a e for Yarmouth, was not till December the 1 3 


1756. 755 
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Had this Miſtake been accidental, it hould have paſſed unilort- 
red; but all theſe faiſe Dates, are deſigned, only to. ground as falſe 
Reaſoning upon them. Thus, had the Lime of my accepting a 
Freedom at Iich, been owned to have been at leaſt fiſteen Months 
before; how could it have been made, dy theſe Writers, 
a Handle to take off from the Opinion, they profeſſed to have en- 
tertained,at firft,of the 1 honourabls Motives, on which I ground 
ed my Oppoſition, to the making Freemen at Zarmou b? 


Asa in the ſame Paragraph, I concurred in that very Meaſure, 
AND even gave it the Santiion, &. Nov, is not this Way of word- 
ing meant to inſinvate, that here were two Facts? That I firſt con 
curred in the Reſolution, and afterward accepted of being made a 
Freeman? And yet the Truth is far beruf, as will appear, by 
my Narrative of this Tranſaction, to which I ſhallinow proceed. 


O the 23d of: June 175 55 as I was-ſetting out for Bectles Races, 

T met a worthy Clergymanꝰof this Town, who- has ſome Relations.. 
at Ipſwich, who wiſhed me Joy of being made a Freeman there, and . — 
told me, I had been fo nominated, with ſeveral others; my Reply — Loh, 
was, that I knew nothing of it, and diſapproved the Meaſure, * 


Wan I got to Beccles, the Subject was renewed; and I tenewed 
my Expreſſions of Diſlike to it, in very ſtrong Terms, to! ſeveral 
of the'principal Gentlemen; and particularly to my old Friend, 

the then Knight of the Shire , Nay I declared, that if at any Time 

hereafter, the Gentlemen on the other Side, ſnould propoſe an equal 
Number of their Friends; to be made Freemen, I would vote for 
the Liſt: I accepted however at laſt, of this Freedom; as the Mea 
"ſure was paſt Recall, and my Refuſal was inſignificant, and might 
have been looked uponias fiſh, ard ungrateful. But pray Sir, is 
there any Thing parallel in the two Caſes? In one, the Meaſure was 

taken, without my Knowledge, and I had neither Right, nor Power 
to oppoſe it: In the Other, I was acquainted with the Deſign, and 
it was openly avowed to be done ſolely for my Sake: Here my 
" Oppoſition might be, and was effectual; and let it be remembered, 
oP | | my 
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theraſelves allow: it was laid al for this very Reaſos. 


Bur, Sir, though theſe Obſervations ate fully tufficient; to clear up. 
the Conſiſtency of my Conduct, on the two Qccaſivns; yet the moſt 
material Difference is ſtill behind. - | mean the Manner, in which 

te Freemen are made, in the two ſeveral Towns. At 7armenth, 
they are made in an Aſſembly of the Select Body of Aldermen, 
and Common Council euly of whom no more than ten Aldey- 
men, and nineteen Common-Council-men, are neceflary to conſti- 
tute ſuch Aſſembly. Fifteen therefore of theſe, Sir, fifteen Viſpe 
Sate (to ule a Phraſe of che Letter-Gigner's begerting, though 
fathered upon me:] in Aldermen, and Common-Council- men's 
Gowns, under the Charm ef this Circean Leader, might overturr 
the Bir and Privileges of a Body of 1000, ar 1200 Free- 
wen; the every Man of them flood at the Door, to petition, and 
proves gin fx Þ an Iaſen. | 4 


Bur ad Mel Sir, the Caſe iz qui * ** 
„ Dain Dans Gans which. contifte os the whole 


4 Bedy of Eren; every ent ef whow bes 3 Right to oppoſe, ang 
# | Nan Þ a Mee it be think proper, and with equal 
[ aan of the Oficers.of the Corpers- 


bon. It —— Free reemen of Iyſwich chuſe to communicate 
oer Privileges, wan Body of Gena, thay have an Eſteem 
for; ththay adopt: their Neighbeurs. in Tome, or Caeunty, into a2 
Parteipamem ok their no [pj pry ia done: bus * 
WWW 10 | 


dor if this eſlavtial ieee 
12 my Cendul:, fram the Charge of hnganſiſteney; ha 
wauldt the Salmon ef the Later. igner at: all bave accomnre. tor 
it, as be pretends, rm my laſt Converſation. wich ham; cue, 45 
. ated by bimfelf2 bin ſü nl owner e him. L dic nat win wo 

he: choten, ; and only wand dbl wy Ogpenents u prend dd 
1 Neu, Sir, 7 rere 
I apytlicaizie to bomutheſte Paints 3 Number of Gentlemen, of 
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the, Candidates on.the other Side, to a vaſt additional Expence, to 
procure, or bring in, a ſufficient Number of the old Voters, to 
counterpoiſe them. And when once this Body of Gentlemen 
had acquired this Connection with the Town, it is not unlikely, 
ſome amongſt them might have been induced to go one Step 
farther, and even accepted of becoming Candidates; to which 
Ti Property, and Character, would have- given them ſo 2 a 
R | | 


Tuvus You ſee, Sir, his Reaſoning for me, is ; uſt as inconclu- 
ſive, as his Reaſoning againſt me; but you will find he reaſons, - 
and plans much better for himſelf. The above Meaſure, ſo ob- 
ſtinately oppoſed by me, though inforced by all his Powers of 
Oratory, on every Occaſion, even to downright tiring, and teaſing, 
was not, as now appears, ſo much calculated for my Succeſs, as it 
was for encreaſing his own Price, and Importance. My Friends 
were too generally deeeived by his Reaſonipgs, too blinded by 
their eager Wiſhes in my Behalf, to perceive the Gulph into 
Which he was leading them. The Freemen of the Town were a 
Body too numerous, to be eaſily managed, or ſpeedily turned 
about, on a Criſis ;- but the Aſſembly, from the comparative 
Smallneſs of their Numbers, anſwered better for ſuch Purpoſes : 
When once the Ice had been_broken, and a ſet of honorary Free- 
men introduced, the Right of electing Members of Parliament, 
had from that Moment been virtually transferred, from the Free- 
men at large, where it had hitherto reſided, to the ſele& Body of 
the Corporation only: For they who can create Freemen, without 
Limitation, can always determine the Fate of Een ; and 
might as well, be the only original Voters therein, 4 


' How then ang this Scheme have teh my | Succeſs infal- 
lible? Would the Steadineſs of this Man have probably increaf- 
ed with his Conſequence ? ? Would the Temptations have been 
offered more ſparingly, as his Importance was become greater? 
Could he ever have been at a Loſs, to pick a Quarrel, frivolous, 
as that now alledged, will appear to be? No, Sir, the Buſineſs 

D might 
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might have been done at once, not by flow Degrees, as at preſent: 
Another Liſt of Freemen, on the Side of his new Friends, had 


ſet all to Rights: And the Town of Yarmouth, as Caligula cruelly 
wiſhed, to the People of Rome, had tendered but one Throat to 


the expeditious Deſtroyer. 


Wnar would have been the Caſe of the original Freemen of 
this Town, had this Scheme taken Place ? Their Birth-right, or 
the Acquiſition of their Service, had been deſtroyed, or overborn, 
by theſe Auxiliaries on both Sides: A Hundred to ſecure the 
Election to one Party; Double the Number to counterbalance 
them in Behalf of the Other: And the ſame again, and again 

repeated, as often as the Neceſſities, or Wantonneſs of Faction, 


re 
ſhould require ſo ruinous, tho' fo cheap an Expedient. 


TrarT this Attempt therefore was laid aſide, the Letter-ſigner 
confeſſes, was owing to me; and ſure I may venture on this Oc- 
caſion, to appeal to my Brethren, the Freemen of both Parties, 
for their Judgment, on the Rectitude of my Conduct herein: 
Nay, for once, in their Cauſe, I will appeal even to the Letter- 
figner himſelf, and in the Words of Dryden's Don Sebaſtian, ad- 


dreſſed alſo to a Renegade. 
| Confeſs proud Spirit; 


For I will have it from thy very Mouth; 
That better I deſerve their Love than HO. 


T'x1s ſeems to be a proper Place, to conſider at full the Accu- 
ſation brought againſt me in Page the 2d, and again in the Reca- 
pitulation, in Page the 11th, that 7 firſt violated the Friendſhip 
between us; becauſe, having ſometime ſince obſerved toY ou, with 
how great Zeal, and Activity, even ſuperior to that he diſplayed in 
the Election of Members, he exerted himſelf in the Support, and 
Management of the Party, in the Corporation; and having lately 
pointed out, the important View, he probably had in it, to his own 


private Advantage; it will in ſome Manner Account, for his laying 
| Tbs. 10 
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ſo great a Streſs, on the excluſive Dictatorial Power he had aſſumed, 
as to conſider the leaſt Encroachment there, as an abſolute Breach 
of all Ties, and Obligations with him. The Part my Friends 
acted on this Occaſion, tho' ſtigmatized by him, as dark, under- 
mining, and ungrateful ; is 10 capable of the cleareſt Defence, that 
unwillingly, I reſtrain my Pen from entering upon it. But as this 
Letter is already ſwelled to an enormous Size, I dare not treſpaſs 
on your Patience, and the Publick's, for any more, than what 
will neceſſarily ariſe from my own Vindication. He diſtinguiſhed, 
he ſays, between Me and Them : I will therefore confine myſelf to 
two Points, properly my own; the firſt, the Fact; that I did not 
in the leaſt intermeddle herein. The ſecond, that though I had 
done ſo, the Letter - ſigner had no Right, or Pretence, to be angry 
with me for it. | 


Faar I did not intermeddle in the Tranſaction, is only capable 
of negative Proof; I do therefore call upon any one, to ſay, 
that I ever aſked, ſolicited, hinted a Wiſh; or even entered 
into a Converſation, on the Subject of the Nomination of the 
Gentleman alluded to in this Diſpute. I always looked upon 
It, as an Advantage I derived, from the Citcumſtance of my be- 
ing out of the Corporation, that I was not obliged to take Part in 
Embroils of this Kind. It was at Norwich, the beginning of Fe- 
bruary, that I was told, by the Gentleman himſelf, of the Reſo- 
lution that had been taken, at an accidental Meeting, at the 
Houſe of a Relation of his, in an Evening's chearful Converſa- 
tion, to put him up for Common-Council-Man. I laughed with 
him on the Communication, and told him bantering, though it 
ſince appears prophetically; that his Friend —— would not ſuffer 
him to come in. From that Moment, it never entered into my 
Thoughts again, till the firſt Sunday in March, when the ſame 
Gentleman called upon me, to tell me, that as it was a Reſpect 
uſually paid to the Mayor, to acquaint him beforehand, with what 
was intended to be propoſed, in the Meeting of the Steadies, he 
begged of me, as I was intimate with Him, that I would mention 
it to Him, I could not retuſe 55 Requeſt, to a Perſon who 3 
f 2 
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ſecond to none in his Zeal, and Activity in my Service; it was not 
ſwerving from my Point, of not . in theſe Matters; 
for it was a mere Compliment, and quite inſignificant as to the 
Succeſs; the Mayor having no Vote in the Queſtion; which reſted 
folely in the Common-Council- men. I was ſo far from ſuſpecting 
what I had done herein, was likely to diſguſt the Letter - ſigner, that 
I freely told hin: of it, in the Converſation I had with him ſoon 
after; and it was from me only he learned this Particular. 


Bur I am defending myſelf againſt a Shadow of a Charge; for 


the ſecond Point is ſufficient for an Anſwer to both. Suppoſing I 


had really intereſted myſelf in this Affair, what Right had the 
Letter-figner to call me to an Account for it? Did he preſume 
that my Connections with him precluded me from every other 
Friendſhip? The Gentleman in Queſtion, had been one of my 
oldeſt Friends, as were all his Family, at a Time when the Letter- 
ſigner was a little Underſtrapper in the Cauſe of Corruption, on 
the other Side : He came over to us from no Diſappointment of a 
Place: He lay under no poſſible Suſpicion of an Inclination to 


deſert us: So that if I have any Apology neceſſary to make, it 


would ſeem to be to Him and his Friends, for not more avowedly 
ſupporting Him. As to his being in Oppoſition to the Letter- 
ſigner, I know of no ſuch Thing. What Scheme, which he will 


own, was the Other an Enemy to? They were indeed of the 


fame Trade, and conſequently did not always agree; but they 
met, ſix Nights a Week, in the ſeme Company, and appeared 
united in the ſame Cauſe. The Letter-ſigner had applied to him, 
more than once, fer his Aſſiſtance, in the Support of his Meaſures, 
attended with ſome Expence, and had ſucceeded in it; nay at 
that very Moment, carried a Voter againſt him, who had been ſe- 
cured by an Equivalent, towards which this Gentleman was a 
liberal Contributor, 


Bur if all theſe Reaſonings were of no Weight, the very Con- 
ſtitution of the Steadies was decifive in favour of the Gentleman 
propoſed, I know of no fundamental Points they were diſtin- 

| nn io guiſhed 
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gui ſned by, except theſe two; that a Perſon, once ſent up to the 


Aldermen, was conſtantly to continue on the Liſt, till he 
was accepted by them ; the other, that whatever was agreed to 
by a Majority in their Meeting, was to be unanimouſly ſupported 
in Affembly by the whole Body. But what are fundamental Points 
againſt a Diſpenſing Po ver? Or what are Majorities even of 13 
to 4, (the Numbers on that Occaſion) & the Goverxor is not 
Quorum unus ?! | | | 


Two Days after the previous Queſtion, as he ſtiles it, had been 
carried againſt him, he called upon me to talk the Matter over. I 
ſaw he was hurt, but did not ſuſpe& to what Degree: I found he 
was angry, but did not imagine it was with me. I rallied him on 
his Jealouſy, and Apprehenſion of his Competitor̃ ; who, I frankly 
owned, was not likely to be a formidable Rival to him, in the Go- 

vernment of the Party. But that I ſpoke of that Gentleman, any 
_ otherwiſe with Contempt; or uſed the Expreſſion, comparing him, 
to a Whiſp of Straw; I ſolemnly declare to be abſolutely Falsx, 
and one of the unbounded Latitudes, he ſo frequently indulges his 
Invention in. Indeed, if I had been diſpoſed to have introduced 


Fo 4m 2. 
Fay Le. 


a lowering Similitude of my worthy Friend, I ſhould rather have 


compared him to a Faggot of Furze, which the other could not 


have managed, without running the Riſk of pricking his Fingers 
in the Attempt. We parted to my Apprehenſion, as good Friends 
as we met; and tho' he declared, he thought himſelf ill uſed, and 
would not put it up; I underſtood him to mean no more, than that 
he would endeavour to get off ſome of the Friends of the new 
Candidate, and not in the leaſt, that he entertained a Thought of 
joining the other Side. 


Bur the Event ſhowed I was miſtaken : And yet a Man might 
read his Letter again, and again, and not diſcover the full Extent 
of the Tranſaction, ſo artfully is it ſlurred over. The Majority of 
the Common Council appeared diſpoſed to ſupport my Cauſe, Who 
would imagine from this, that he had deſerted all his old ſworn 
Friends, and Allies; except the very few he carried with him; . 

; Joyne 
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goyned himſelf, at once, to thoſe he had ſo virulently oppoſed ? 


Much Good may ſuch a Triumph do him; few will envy him, e- 
ven without the univerſal Hatred and Contempt, he has incurred 


thereby. 


You muſt obſerve, Sir, I have avoided mentioning. any Thing 
.of his Converſation, relating to me, at London, and Which he pre- 
tends to have introduced as a Part of our Diſcourſe, at the above 
expoſtulatory Meeting. The Fact is not quite true, even as to this; 
for it was only a Remnant ot it, he then communicated; the Be- 
ginning having been enter'd into by us, ſome Time before. But 
I choole to conſider i itall together, and not retail it Piecemeal, as 
he, for Reaſons beſt known to himſelf, affected to do. 


Tax Merits of a worthy Gentleman ; the Means by which he be- 
came acquainted with him ; his Call to Londen, I ſhall not enter 
upon But his meeting with the fame Gentleman there, I appear 
to be nearly intereſted in. 


He ſets out with an untrue Charge, as uſual, upon me; that I 
alledged, he fell into that Genleman's Company at his Houſe. Sir, 1 
never knew, or pretended to know any Thing about it, but what I 
heard from himſelf. Indeed his Story was not-the ſame then, as 
now. He told me, he met the Gentleman, ſomewhere or other, by 
Accident, in the Street, he could not tell the Place; but believed 
it was near the Hay-market : That after a few general Civilities, 
they went, at his, the Letter ſigner's Propoſal, into a Tavern juſt 
by, but which alſo he did not know the Name of. Now the Story 
is varied ; The Tavern-Meeting was by Appointment, and Invita- 
tion. I really incline to believe the latter Account ; not becaule it 
ie in Print, but becauſe it is moſt probable, as fo able a Mediator 
was then in Town, that an Event of this Conſequence, was not left 
to the Chance of an Accidental Meeting in the Street. 


As to the Converſation itlelf, as far as the Share the worthy 3 


ber had in it, I have no ground of Complaint againſt Him. He 
had 
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had been told, that I was of more Importance in theDiſpute at Tar- 
mouth, than I either pretend, or wiſh to be: That, if I were once 
. the Conteſt muſt drop: No Wonder therefore He was de- 
irous to confer an Obligation on me. The Delicacy, and obliging. 
Manner, with which He propoſed to accompany it, I can eaſily 
believe, without the Letter ſigner's Evidence; as I have experien- 
ced His Politeneſs; and am not a Stranger to the Character, His 
Abilities, and Merit, have gained him in the World. 


Bur the Caſe is very different with the Letter-ſigner ; whether 
we conſider him, as undertaking this Negociation, without Autho- 
rity z or the Manner in which, according to his own Relation of 
the Matter, he conducted what he had thus aſſumed the Manage- 


ment of, 


In the firſt Place, is any Thing more officious, nay impertinent, 
than to make thus free with a Gentleman's Name, without any 
Pretence of Warrant from him? To talk of what he would like, 
or be averſe to ? what would ſuit his Inclinations, or his Coaveni- 
ence, without having ſounded him at all on the Subject? and this 
in no leſs a Point, than the ſelling Himſelf, and all his Friends. 


Bor having ſigned his own full Powers, let us ſee how this ſelf- 
created Negotiator proceeds. 


Tx firſt Object he mentioned, (the ſecuring a Seat in Parliament 
for me,) which he had always declared to be ſo eſſential a Point, 
as to be a Kind of Preliminary in any Treaty, ſeems to have been 
no ſooner propoſed, than given up by him, on the firſt Objection to 
it. A very unpromiſing ſetting out. The ſecond Object, he but 
barely touched upon, in general Terms, in the firſt Account, he 

ave me of this Converſation; I might have any Thixo ELSE, 
that I would aſk. This firſt Diſcourſe with him, was at his own 
Houſe the 19th of February, the Day after his Arrival from Lon- 
don, when I called on him, to welcome him home. That he went 


no farther at that Time, I ſuppoſe, was owing to the cool Recepti- 
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on I gave his Overtures, on this Subject; Town I was picqued to 
find he had been dabling, and more ſo, that he had made free with 
my Name. I anſwered him, that the Circumſtances of my being 
brought into Parliament, was by no Means ſo eſſential in my Eyes, 
as he had always ſeemed to conſider it. That I did not know, if 
it was now offered me, whether I would accept it or not; that J 
was leſs eager for it, every Day than other; that it was too late 
in Life for me to wiſh it; that it would alter my whole Plan; and 
that my Affairs required Economy rather than Expence. Thus 
far is true: But then Sir, this was applied to the Point he had ſtart- 
ed, of my coming into Parliament, not for 7armenth, but fer ſome 
other Place; and tho” I might have waved theſe Objections for the 
Service of my own native Town, and in Compliance with the De- 
fires of my Friends; yet I was not obliged to make this Sacrifice, 
on any other Motives. But as to the reſt of the Converſation, o 
ſolemnly intabduced ; that it woul4 be a moſt unhappy Day to me; 
that my Heart aked more than Mr. B's Sc. Ido aſſert on my Honour, 
it is all a Forgery of his own. I have indeed ſometimes, amongſt 
my Friends, and perhaps when he was preſent, ſaid, in a laughing 
Manner, that I began to be frightened, when the Polls ran ſo near 
on the laſt Occaſion : but I never entertained, ' or, to him, or O- 
thers, privately, or publickly, expreſſed a ſerious Fear, or Diſlike, 
inconſiſtent with the Purſuit I was openly engaged in. 


The Remainder of this Account of the Treaty he had underta- 
ken, was not, as I have ſaid before, communicated to me at this 
firſt Viſit ; but was kept back, till he called upon me, to expoſtulate 
about the Affair of the Common-Conncil-man, which was on the 
7th of March. I then found Matters had gone much farther ; that 
the ANY-THING -ELSE had been amply diſcuſſed, and almoſt enga- 
ged for, by him. He ſays in his Letter, that he thought I migbt not 
be averſe to it on many Accounts; but thank God, Sir, he was not 
born fo think, or judge for me: I had entertained ſome Suſpicion, 
that all was not right, from the ſhuffling and embarraſſed Manner, 
in which he pretended to account for the accidental Meeting in the 
Street; with the worthy Member; but this retailing to me by 
77 | Scraps 
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Scraps, and at a Fortnight's Interval, a Circumſtante, in which my 
Honour, and my Intereſt were ſo nearly concerned, left me no 
Room to doubt of the Motives, he had acted upon. Was this the 
Confidence he had ſo inviolably kept up towards me on his Part? It 
was a Confidence indeed, but in a Senſe very different, from what he 
would wiſh to underſtand it in, | <4 7 


I was warm, Sir, I had Reaſon, on ſuch Treatment; but I did 
not explain to him, the real Cauſe of it; as Ihad no Intention to 
give him a Handle to break with me: I directed my Warmth a- 
gainſt the Treaty, not the Negotiator z and I taiked big, (little 
Men, when angry, will ſometimes do ſo, ) of my Determination, to 
keep up the Oppoſition ; but I ſaid nothing, which, as I have ſhown 
above, I have Reaſon to be aſhamed of. 


_ He ſays, I mentioned with Reſentment, my being appointed 
High-Sheriff. I own, at that Time, I thought myſelf not well- 
uſed in it : But the Noble Lord, who is at the Head of the Coun- 
ty, having ſince vouchſafed to enter into a voluntary Explanation 
with me, of the Circumſtances that attended it; I hold myſelf fo 
much honoured by this Condeſcenfion of his Lordſhip, that,-agree- 
ably to what I then told him, I will never ſuffer myſelf to think of 
it more. io "7 


Bur the Letter · kgner ſays, I objected to the Offer, partly that it 
was not explicit enough, and partly that ſo mam Perſons were to be con- 
ſulted, ] told him indeed, I could enter into no Treaty, were I fo 
diſpoſed, without conſulting my Friends, in a General, and Publick 
Manner. But I aſked him, at the ſame Time, if I had ever given 
him any Grounds to ſuppoſe, that I had any Views to a Place, as 
the Terms of an Accommodation. I added, that if any Thing 
would induce me to liſten to Overtures on this Subject; it mult be 
a Stipulation, that my Friends ſhould enjoy an equal Share of the 
Favours of the Adminiſtration, in this Town, with thoſe of the o- 
ther. Side. This he-eagerly catched at, as imagining the Buſineſs 


was ſettled at laſt; and afſured me with great Warmth, - that he 
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would undertake for the Succeſs of it; and that I ſhould aft no- 


thing but what I ſhould obtain : Bur his Countenance ſoon chang- 
ed when I went on in theſe Words. At? of whom did you ima- 


gine I meant to aſk ? Of —— and ——, no Sir, I ex- 
pe to have an equal Right of applying originally, to the Boards, 
and Offices above, in the fame Manner, as thoſe Gentlemen do. Theſe 
were the Terms, he ſays, I hinted ; but were ſuch, as he knew, neither 
world, nor could be accepted. Thus ended our Negotiation. 


Bur the Letter ſigner accuſes me of reporting this Converſation, 
contrary to a Promiſe of Secrecy : Was ever any Charge fo abſurd ? 
I was the Perſon moſt intereſtedin it; whoſe Name had been bandi- 
ed about without any Authority ; and was I to keep the Secret of 
his officious Intermeddling ? I might be hurt in my Character with 
my Friends; I muſt be leſſened in the Opinion of the worthy Mem- 

ber; could ir be ſuppoſed I was acceſſary to theſe Overtures : And 
what could be more ſuſpicious than my riſking theſe Inconyenien- 
cies, to preſerve: his Secret, when it had once come to my Know- 
ledge? | | 


AnD yet, on this pretended Breach of Truſt, and another of the 
fame kind, equally refuted above, does he found his Juſtification of 
revealing, what he calls, private Converſations : But I acquit him 
of the Charge of betraying; and leave him, to the Alternative, in 
the two, well-known Lines of Pope, on a fimilar Occaſion. 


I have now, got at laſt: through all the Charges he has brought 
againſt me; and I flatter myſelf, I have given them, what You, 
Sir, and all the World will, I hope, think A PROPER REPLY, 


Son few Matters, interſperſed in different Parts of his Work, 
as Motives, or Juſtifications of his Conduct, I ſhall very ſlightly 
touch upon. 


Taz Good of the Town, mentioned Page 2d. and explained in 
Page the 13th, to mean he Peace of it, has certainly been an Ob- 
ect 


* 
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Ject. always in his View. It was ſo, no Doubt, in the Beginning of 
the preſent Diſputes, when his Diſappointment made him ſpirit up, 
and inflame the Oppoſition to the then Members. The —- 
that followed, had no Tendency to diſturb that Peace, ſo long as he 
was ſtrengthening his own private Party, to render himſelf conſi- 
derable; and enjoying, unrivalled, the Profits lowing in from theſe 
Diſputes : But when theſe artful underhand Dealings began to be 
ſuſpected ; when the Superiority obtained by one Party, had put an 
End to theſe lucrative Litigations ; the Peace-of the Town required 
that he ſhould go over to 1he other Side; and by condeſcending to 
undertake the Government of them, and the Direction of their Law 
Proſecutions, demonſtrate his Impartiality, in equally ſkimming 
the Cream of both: For nothing excites ſo ſtrong a Diſpoſition to 


Peace, in private Men, or Parties, as eaſing them of all the ſuper- 
fluous Incumbrances of Wealth. 


His Reſentment alſo was ſatiated by Succeſs ; for he had the Va- 
nity to tell a Gentleman, of the firſt Rank and Diſtinction in this 
. Town, whoſe Authority I have to mention it ; that Hz had carried 

his Point by driving out Oxꝝ of the Members, whom he diſliked, 
and had no Objection to the Other, who had come in his Room, 
This was before the Ungrateful Conduct of the Steadies; or the 
Friendſhip between us, being fir/# violated by ne. When the great 
Leader had thus declared himſelf ſatisfied, was it for any one elle, 
to preſume to carry on an Oppoſition ? After this Ceſſation of 


Arms prociaimed, ſhould any of his Subjects dare to continue the 
War ? 


Bur this, Sir, is not the only Inſtance, in which the exorbitant 
Vanity of this Man, has put himſelf on a Par with Ons in every 
Degree, ſo much his Superior, as the Right Honourable Perſon 
alluded'to, thus freely, by him. When from the Viciſſitudes, to 
which even the Great are liable, this Honourable Perſon had been 
removed, from a high Station, in December 1755, the Relation of 
the Letter-ſigner, mentioned ſome Time ſince, who had been turn - 
ed out of a-paltry Place in * Cuſtoms, was to be ſet up to ou 
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Him, by an impertinent Parallel drawn between them; and a Let- 
ter was produced at a publick Club, written in his Name, by this 
all-accompliſhed Undertaker, ſtuffed with low-bred Raillery, and 
Scraps of School-boys Latin, to congratulate this Honourable Gen- 
tleman, on the Similitude of their then Situation : So that even the 
Kindred of this Man, like the Kindred of the . Arabian Prophet, 
were ſprung up to a Level, equal to the higheſt Birth, and Digni- 


ty in the State. That this Letter was not ſent, was entirely owing 


to me: Some Gentlemen wete filent ; but I was warm againſt it; 
to the no-imall Mortification of the Compoſer : And 1 now put 
in my Claim to this, as an O#/gation, he is under to me; that I 
prevented him from expoſing Lis Emptineſs, and Vanity; and pro- 
bably preſerved him from that Chaſtiſement, which might have 
followed, on ſuch an unwarrantable Inſult on his Betters, 


Bor, Sir, if I could ever regret my having preſerved, even in 
the Midſt of the Warmth of Oppoſition, that Decency, and thoſe 
Feelings, which diſtinguiſh real Gentlemen to each other, I ſhould 
be almoſt tempted to wiſh, that this Letter had been ſent ; or, at 
leaſt, that it could be produced at this Moment; as it muſt afford 
fo deciſive a Proof, to Unbelievers, of the miraculous Improve- 
ment, I might almoſt fay, Inſpiration, of this Man, ſince that 
Time; or elſe, that he could not be the Author of the Letter, 
now under my Conſideration, 


Tux Misfortunes, which ſince our laſt Conteſt, have befallen the 
Town in general, and ſo many of my Friends in particular, I certain- 
ly, in every Light, muſt feel and lament ; but that theſe have, e- 
ven in the remoteſt Degree, been owing to our Election Diſputes, 
as inſinuated Page the 13th; I utterly deny. What Effect theſe 
Circumſtances might have had, on the Diſpoſition of the opponent 
Parties, on the next occafion, I won't pretend to determine : It is 
probable they would have had their Weight : And ſure, this was a 
Reaſon, to have ſuffered Things to take their natural Courſe, had 
the Peace of the Town, and the reſtoring Harmony among bis Neigh- 
vours, been the real Motives of this Man's Proceedings. But A _ 
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Flame was allowed to die out of ſelf, it was of no Advantage to 
him, that he had kindled it; His Intereſt required that He ſhould 
avail himſelf, of appearing to be the great Author of both; to this 
every other Conlideration was to be ſacrificed : And I doubt whe- 


ther his new Friends will ſind themſelves more beholden to him, for 
his late, than for his former Conduct in theſe Affairs. 


Tae Proſperity of the Town, ſo plauſibly defined to depend on: 
it's Connections with Men, powerful enough to help the Unſortunate 
or in other Words, to procure them Places ; is ſurely calculated to- 
impoſe on only the mereſt Novice in theſe Matters. Whenever did 
the Unfortunate ſucceed ; it the Serviceable, and the Important, put 
in their Claim for Favours? And under which of theſe Deſcripti- 
ons, did the Letter-figner ſtand, when the ever-memorable Appli- 
cation was made in his Behalf ? 


As to the Torrent of Abuſe ſaid to be poured out againſt him, 
from the Day of his pulling off the Maſk, by deſerting, and betray- 
ing the Friends, whom he had formed and managed, harangued, and 
ſung, as he flattered himſelf, into an abfolute Subſervience to his 
Dictates; it is no Wonder They ſhould be exaſperated, when they 
diſcovered the Duplicity, the Freachery, and the Contempt, with 

which they had been treated. But if I cogſidered it as an AT of 
Hoſtility, 1 was certainly the tameſt, and moſt ſubmiſſive Enemy, he 
could wiſh to be oppoſed to. I met him on the Key, the very 
Morning after this memorable Meaſure, and converſed with him, 
as freely and familiarly, as ever: At the publick Exercife of the 
Militia at Norwich, in Whitſun week, which was two Months af- 
ter, I went up and ſpoke to him at Table, with Civility, nay with 
good-natured Raillery ; as a worthy Friend of his, and mine, who 
was preſent, cannot have ſorgot. Indeed, as I had heard he com- 
plained of my Ill-uſage of him, in the Affair of the Common- 
Council-man ; I endeavoured to clear myſelf, on that Head, to ſuch 
Friends, as fell in my Way, by ſhowing, that I had not intermed- 
dled in it at all: For, I ſuppoſe, I was not to fit down quietly, un- 
der the Imputation of Ingratitude ; a Charge, Sir, which I _—_ 
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hend reflects kighly on the Character of a Gentleman; how Uebe 
1y ſoever he may think of it; as it is not a Crime cognizable in 
the Courts of Law; I fay, Sir, I was not to ſit down under it, on- 
ly from a Scruple, that my neceſſary Defence would expoſe the 
Weakneſs of the Reaſons, by which he pretended to palliate his 
Change of a 220 and Conduct. | 


Tre Inſult under his Window, 1 ſhould not have thought worth _ 
taking Notice of; as the Circumſtance of the Place was accidental, 
being the common Walk of the Gentlemen in that Neighbour- 
hood; and what was ſaid was certainly intended to be carried to 
him, or it would not have been mentioned in the Company then 
met together: But the very Words themſelves had no Reference 
to any one Fact inſerted, or alluded to, in his Letter; and conſe- 
quently are ſcarce a Part of our preſent Diſpute. The Words 
ere ſpoken, on the Evening of the 29th of Auguſt laſt; and he 
has no more Pretence to alledge them, as a Juſtification of his 
ſhameleſs Behaviour, that Morning, than he can plead the Aſpe- 
rity, with which I think myſelf intitled, and obliged to treat him, 
in this Reply, as a Motive for his addreſſing to me, the Letter 
which gave the Provocation to it. 


Tue Tranſaions indeed of that Day debe a Hiſtory by them- 
ſelves; I wiſh ſome proper Pen would undertake it. I will only 
ſay, that the Daring to mention he Peace of the Town, by one, 
who was, and 1s the great Author, and Leader of all the Animo- 
ſity, and Confuſion, wherein this unhappy Place has been ſo deeply 
involved, ever ſince that Date, can be equalled by nothing, but 
the Sincerity and Tenderneſs practiſed by the Inquiſitors, in the 
Church of Rome, who when they deliver over the condemned 
Criminals, to be burned at the Stake, always intreat the ſecular 
Judges, with many pious n that their Lives may be ſpared. 


His Defence againſt the Charge of having deſerted his Party, is 
ſo extremely ridiculous, as ſcarce to deſerve any Remark. His 
Principles of 1 27 and ei to * * Government are the 
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ſame as ever.: It would have been juſt as much to the Purpoſe, to 
have told us he had not changed his Religion, or renounced his 
Baptiſm. But his Argument about Principles is juſt upon a Par, 
with that of a Man born blind, who ſhould deny the Exiſtence of 
Colours: He has nothing within him, can excite ſuch Ideas; and 
therefore naturally concludes,no ſuch are any where elſe to be found. 


Bur, for my Part, Sir, who from a narrow and confined Plan of 
Education, was never indulged in ſuch a convenient Latitude of 
Sentiments ; I have always been taught to pay a ſtronger Regard, 
to Principles, than to Men; and am vain enough to flatter myſelf, 
the former have been the Motives for my Conduct thro? Liſe, 
without wanting the additional Spur of perſonal Reſentment, 
either on my own, or my Family's Account. 


I have always conſidered a Houſe of Commons, as moſt likely 
to promote the publick Good, and anſwer its great Intention, in 
the excellent Plan of our Conſtitution, when compoled of Mem- 
bers free from, and independent, of the Influence of Places, and 

Expectations. | 


I have always thought a Town, which enjoys the Right of 
ſending Members to Parliament, beſt conſults its own 2 
as well as Honour, when it entruſts the Defence of its Intereſts, 
and Privileges, to ſome of its Inhabitants, or Neighbours, if any 
can be found qualified for that Service; rather than to Strangers, 
however powerſul in Family, or Connections. 


I am thoroughly convinced, that the oftner the Conſtitution is 
brought back, to its original Principle of frequent Elections, the 
more free and incorrupt will that Branch of the Legiſlature be, 
which is the Object of them, 


TxrtsE three fundamental Principles have been the Rule of my 
Conduct, both in regard to myſelf, and others; and I am confident 
will juſtify every Step, of a publick Nature, in which I have _ 

engaged -. 
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engaged. How I have carried on theſe Conteſts, when once en- 
tered into them, ſome Circumſtances have appeared, in the Courſe 
of this Reply; to which I cannot pretend to add any more, after 
having already treſpaſſed beyond all Bounds on Your Patience, and 
:the Reader's, in a perpetual Egotiſm of 40 Pages. Let the Let- 


ter · ſigner produce one ſingle Inſtance, of a Voter corrupted, threat- 
ened, perſuaded to violate his Promiſe, or ſolicited to break thro? 


his Family Connections, or Dependancies, by me; (or attempted, 
or permitted to be fo, as far as my Knowledge of ſuch Matters 


could reach,) and I will give up all the Diſpute Fetween us, and 


ſubmit to ſtand, in the diſengenuous and ungrateſul Light, in which 


he has endeavoured to repreſent me. Bur, if I appear to have 
been conſiſtent, in my Entrance into, in my Management of 
and in my Perſeverance in, the political Syſtem I have embraced ; 
I truſt, I ſhall not ſuffer, in the Character I once bore, becauſe a 
deſigning and diſappointed Man has not found me tractable to his 
ſelfiſh Purpoſes; and for that Reaſon, wants to blaſt what he could 
neither undermine, nor corrupt. 


Bur I have done with him, Sir, not only for this Occaſion, but 
for ever. I have been led on, much farther than I deſigned, in 


laying open his Character and Views, becauſe I found his Detection 


involved with my Defence ; and. having amply, I hope, cleared my 


publick Conduct to the World, I was not willing to ſuffer the 


Charge of Ingratitude, towards a private Perſon, to ſtand unan- 
ſwered againſt me. However, I do. not mean to engage in an 
endleſs Paper War; with Reluctance I took up the Pen, with great 
Pleaſure I lay it finally down : Nor will I be provoked, by aught 
he can write, to reſume it, in this Diſpute. The Impartial and 
Unprejudiced will judge ſufficiently, from the Facts here exhibited; 
and to them only I write. Cavil and Chicane have their Ad- 
mirers ; and I leave him the fu}l ang unrivalled Poſſeſſion of ſuch, 


I have taken up too much of Your Time already, to dare to 


treſpaſs farther by an Apology ; and only hope, that at the End 5 
h this 
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this Vindication, addreſſed, dear Sir, to You, by Your kind Al- 
lowance, You will not be aſhamed to ſee the Name of 


"Your moſt dbliged Friend, and 


Faithful humble Servant, 


Jan. 1 37 1760. 


YARMOUTH, ri EA RICHARD FULLER, 
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